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Context 

The scenario: problem and policies 

Atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) concentrations are now at their highest level 
for 3 million years, and global temperatures have increased by about 0,6 C in 
the last 150 years.  

Even if the global emissions are reduced to zero over the next decade (not a 
realistic scenario in any case) the impact on towns, cities and urban systems 
will remain for decades:  

-  higher temperatures,  
-  increased flooding and/or droughts,  
-  more extreme weather events,  
-  limitation on resources.  



Climate change scenario 

(EU, 2008) 



Context 

What is climate protection? 

Since 1993 local climate protection has become a subject of a growing interest 
both in Europe and internationally, with a strong focus on climate change 
mitigation  

Climate protection is a range of indirect policies both of adaptation and 
mitigation finalized to reduce the impact of climate change on natural and 
antropic systems on side; to reduce the environmental externalities 
accellerating climate change in medium and long periods on the other. 

Community resilience 



The role of EU 

White Paper on climate adaptation EU 

In April 2009 the European Commission presented a policy paper known as a 
White Paper which presents the framework for adaptation measures and 
policies to reduce the European Union's vulnerability to the impacts of climate 
change. 

The White Paper outlines the need to create a Clearing House Mechanism by 
2011 

Since the impacts of climate change will vary by region - with coastal and 
mountain areas and flood plains particularly vulnerable – many of the adaptation 
measures will need to be carried out nationally or regionally.  

The role of the European Union will be to support and complement these efforts 
through an integrated and coordinated approach, particularly in cross-border 
issues and policies which are highly integrated at EU level. 



Cities, towns, territories and climate change scenario 

Three role of the cities in relationship with new climate scenario 

Production of negative externalities to climate change (active-negative role).  
Around 80% of energy consumes happen in cities or it is related with; 
according with United Nations (2004) the most part of energy is used within 
urban areas or in any case it is connected with city functions and facilities.  

Impacts of climate change on cities and urban areas (passive-negative role). 
The cities suffers directly from changes in climate scenario, especially if 
connected with level of the sea increase, intensification of atmospheric 
phenomena or progressive increase of temperature. 

Production of replicable solutions (active-positive role). Cities and local 
governments can play a relevant role as experimentation labs of new policies 
for climate protection.  



The role of local governments 

Why focus on small and medium-sized communities?  

The role of local government  (also referred to a municipality, council, 
administration, etc.) as the level of government closest to citizens, is critical in the 
context of climate protection and the transition to sustainable energy.  

Local governments are usually (this is country specific) responsible for:  

-  defining and implementing local policy, developing and maintaining structures 
that provide services and handle administration,  

-  providing a range of services to local inhabitants 

-  Further to this they often own or manage infrastructure such as buildings, roads, 
electricity grids, etc. In all of these cases local governments can thus shape and 
guide local action of inhabitants, businesses and their own activities.  

- They can motivate and lead a change of direction.    



The role of local governments 

Why focus on small and medium-sized communities?  

The attention of policy maker is moving towards small and medium-sized 
communities 

Smaller local governments tend to remain outside the debates on climate 
change and energy consumption, which is addressed by the metropolitan areas 
and world capitals 

This is largely due to a lack of capacity, i.e. staff and finances to engage in 
external discussions,  

In smaller communities there is also greater flexibility to test and demonstrate 
responses – where there is a recognition on the need to act.  

This means that there is a wide variety of good practices that have been 
developed in smaller towns and cities  



The Rovigo Outreach as a first agreement proposal for local authorities 

The Rovigo Outreach as a first agreement proposal for local authorities 

The Rovigo Outreach is the document elaborated after the European 
Conference “Climate protection and renewable energy: medium and small 
communities facing the challenge” held in Rovigo, Italy in April 2008, an event 
promoted by the Province of Rovigo and ICLEI ( www.iclei.org/rovigo2008).  

The main message coming from the document is that small and medium sized 
communities are called on to vigorously engage in climate protection, and build 
on Local Renewables best practice according with three perspectives: 

1.  Communities – Mitigation & Adaptation – Movement 

2.  Replicate good practice, build on achievements 

3.  A process and framework for local governments on climate change  



The Rovigo Outreach as a first agreement proposal for local authorities 

The Rovigo Outreach as knowledge transfer agreement 

A central element of the Rovigo Outreach is the transfer of good practice and know-how from 
experienced and successful communities to other communities interested in starting up or 
learning more about climate protection at a community level.  

1.  Climate protection: Local action plans and targets – how to develop and implement these  

2.  Energy conservation and energy efficiency: Strategies, procedures, tools, local rules and 
regulations that lead to energy savings, and a more efficient use of local resources  

3.  Renewable energy: Special focus on solar energy and biomass – local framework 
conditions to promote the use of renewable energy sources for electricity, heating and 
cooling  

4.  Urban and land use planning: Special focus on instruments and policies to support planning 
procedures oriented to climate change and local energy production  

5.  Engagement of citizens and local stakeholders: Motivate for change towards more 
sustainable energy use  



The Rovigo Outreach as a first agreement proposal for local authorities 

The Local Government Climate Roadmap 

Rovigo outreach is a key document of climate roadmap – mid-sized LA 

This roadmap was launched in Bali, Indonesia in December 2007 at the Local 
Government Climate Sessions held in parallel to the annual United Nations 
Climate Change Conference – the Conference of the Parties (COP);  

designed to be an accompanying process to the international negotiations 
leading up to COP 15 in Copenhagen, Denmark in December 2009; 

The global partners of the LG Climate Roadmap are United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG), Metropolis, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 
(ICLEI), the C40 Climate Leadership Group (C40), and the World Mayors 
Council on Climate Change (WMCCC). These organizations work in this 
process, in conjunction with their regional and national associations, networks 
and partners. 





The Rovigo Outreach as a first agreement proposal for local authorities 

Need to elaborate local Plans for Climate protection connected with planning 
policies 

The provincial (or equivalent level) governments can play a fundamental role to 
co-ordinate smaller lower level local authorities 

Mid-size local authorities will have a crucial role in Climate Road Map to adapt 
Kyoto protocol to a final agreements  
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